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HHITED STATES OF AMERICA YS ISQJIRO OKA?,\KI 
Igylev of the Staff Judge Advocate 

2 r6 T d , trial ° f Uo * iro 0kazaJd at Tokotaw, Japan 

L ^70 ^ aPp0intsd by para « rR P h Special Orders 

been J t™ 7 ’ ° hlted States W. ^ted 2 July 1946, haring 

lng OeSS. d ^ t tSff JUde ® Advocate this review i 8 submitted to the CoSafd- 


HAMS: 

AGE: 

EESIDEICB; 
MARITAL STATUS! 
SELATI7ES! 
SDtJGAflOH: 
VOCATION: 
MILITARY CAR22SB: 


Personal Data Concerning Accused . 

Iso^iro Okazaki 
Twenty-seven (27) 

Hot shown 
Married 

Hot shown 
Hot shown 

Employee at a plant to manufacture hemp sack. 
Imperial Japanese Army, Highest ranks 
Superior Private. 


- SBiauala of . g 2a g e a^ aaaa> lloaiae flA -Zifigal St tfq fii TO Qzjmd..itont«nca 

*r _ _%_ 


■SMr&g .and -Specifications 

Pleas 

a 

1 

Legally 

Oil <w<f* ittviii 

Charge: Between 1 February 1945 and 
16 May 1945, at Yodogawa P.V. Camp, 
Osaka Area, Honshu, Japan, accused, 
then a member of the Armed Forces of 
Japan, did, violate the Laws and 
Customs of War. 

6 

-3<u j«p Ijty * X 

Yes 

Sp 1 j Between 1 February 1945 and 

16 May 1945; accused, willfully and 
unlawfully, beat and mistreated Cap¬ 
tain Prank Lloyd Richardson, an Amer¬ 
ican PW, by striking him about the 
face and head with fists, belt and 
shoe • 

Cr 

Cr 

Yes 

Sp 2 j On or about 14 April 1945 , acc _ q 
used, willfully and unlawfully, beat 
and mistreated private John R. hard, 
an American PU, by striking him about 
the body with fists. 

a 

Yes 

Sp 3 1 Between 1 February 1945 and 16 

toy 1945, accused, willfully and un¬ 
lawfully, mistreated certain American 
P^*s by beating-and slapping them. 


Holla prosequi 


Sentence Imposed! Confinement at hard 

labor for 3 two (p) years. 



Maximum Legal punishment! Death 
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3* Swngr? of :5vi denes ; 


a * the Pr osecution; 

As to Specification 1; Captain frank Lloyd Richardson was the medical 
officer at Yodogawa Prisoner of var Gaap, Osaka Area, Japan- He had a quantity of 
chocolate baffti in his possession which were to he used for sick prisoners only. 

On an undetermined day between 1 February 1945 and 16 May 1945 the accused, a 
Japanese soldier who was medical orderly at the camp, asked Captain Hiehardson for 
a bar of candy. The Captain refused to comply with this request. The following 
day he was called to the office of Sergeant Yamamoto, who was directly in charge 
under the camp commander. Accused was present. Yamamoto stated accused had merely 
been joking when he had requested the candy. He charged the Captain with having 
related the incident to an undisclosed American private and said, in so doing, he 
sid_insulted the Japanese Army and would be punished therefor. Accused, then beat 
Captain Richardson with a leather belt and this was followed by a beating with a 
shoe about the head so severely that the sole of the shoe tore loose. He continued 
this treatment for about tan minutes and, when he had finished, the Captain's jfece 
and ears were badly swollen and he had two black eyes (Exs. 1-5, 7). 

Ag to Specification:5 ; On 14 April 1944, Private John R. Ward, an Ameri¬ 
can prisoner at the camp, was a patient at the medical office. Captain Richardson, 
medical officer, found him to have a high fever. The following morning hlsrtem¬ 
perature was normal but the Captain considered him too weak to go to work. He 
made this report to the accused who said ward was not sick and should go to work. 
Thereupon, accused struck ward with his fists, knocking him down (Ex. 6). 

b. For the Defense i 

Accused elected to take the stand in his own behalf, was sworn and 
testified that he was a superior private in the Japanese Army and was medical order¬ 
ly at the Yodagawa Camp from 1 February 1945 until 16 May 1945. On one occasion, 
as a Joke, he asked Captain Richardson for a chocolate bar and was refused it. 

The next day a prisoner Informed accused that the Captain had told all of the pri¬ 
soners that the accused was a bad man to ask for a bar of chocolate. He talked 
to the Captain concerning th© patients but he would not answer him. Accused be¬ 
came angry and hit him with his hand and slipper. This caused his face to become 
blue and swollen. He stated that Captain Richardson on two occasions told him 
Ward's temperature was higher than it actually was and he struck him on the 
wrist three times, and struck Ward with his clenched fist because he also told 
him a lie (R. 9-12). 

4. Pj&flAfrm 

The accused pleaded guilty to Specifications 1 and 2 , and Specification 
3 was withdrawn from the charge on motion of the prosecution. The record is 
legally sufficient to suoport the findings. Accused admitted. In his testimony, 
the acts with which he was charged. The guilt of the accused was; well established. 
He was ably represented by counsel. 

A careful scrutiny of the entire record fails to reveal any error which 
affected the substantial rights of the accused, or any failure to accord, him a 
fair trial in every respect. The evidence supports the findings. There in no 
evidence that th© accused was not sane at the time the. alleged acts were committed 
and at the time of trial. 

5. Recommendationa: 

There are no letters of clemency from any member of the commission 
or from others. 

The CoiuBisaion sentenced accused to confinement at hard labor for tyo 
years. The sentence is legal. 
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_ ._ „ i ® ^commended that the sentence he approved. Sugaao Prison, 

Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, Is the appropriate place of confinement. 

6 * ££$ 122 * 

,, . . * f olw of aeti<m designed to carry this recommendation into effect ie 

atw&Cnfiu il8P@wOt 


/»/ Paul S. Spurlock 

PAUL E. SPURLOCK /> 
Reviewer f 
Judge Advocate Section 


I concur, however, the sentence of two years is inadequate for the 
offenses to which accused pleaded guilty. Proof of Specification 2 shows only 
a single sharp blow by accused’s fist, which knocked down a sick prisoner. 
Specification 1 embodies a long and brutal beating with fists and a ho bnai led 
shoe administered to a prisoner medical officer. The victims face was bruieed, cut 
and swollen beyond recognition and remained in this condition for several days. 

Two years in prison for such offenses is not a sentence which is consonant with 
the requirements of Justice. Proposed action is attached approving the sentence 
but with an expression as to its inadequacy. 


/a/ Allan R. Browne 
ALLAN R. BROWNE 
Lt. Colonel, JAG® 
Army Judge Advocate 
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muqnutms eighth army 

United States Army 
ABO 343 
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Yokohama, Japan 


la the foregoing case of Isojiro Okazaki, the sentence is ina&e- 
qnate for the offenses of which the accused was convicted. So that he may- receive 
some punishment for hie criaea, however, the sentence is approved and will he 
executed. The Sugaao Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, or elsewhere as the 
Supreme Commander for the Allied Bowers, or other proper authority, may direct, 
is designated as the place of confinement. 


R. L. HICHSLBERGEH 
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army 
Commanding 






PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/c70dl7/ 


